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“So how do you feel about the 
games?” That was the first question I 
asked this week that snowballed into 
a full week of interviewing, learning, 
and fun.

Our morning meetings started at 
8:30am sharp. I was always late for 
them due to my late nights with my 
host family. After that, began the 
hectic part of the day. Between the 
blistering heat of the soccer fields, to 
the freezing cold of the ice rink, there 
was always fun to be found. Best of 
all was the nights with the boys I was 
hosting. Between the late night 
snacks and the 1 v 1 C.O.D. (Call of 
Duty) matches, this was definitely 
one of the best weeks of my summer.

Daily Forecast: Sad that Maccabi is over! 
See you all in Orange County next year!!

Being from the Albany area, my family 
and I got to act as a host family. I must 
admit hosting four 15-16 year old 
hockey players may seem weird and 
awkward, in actuality it is a great 
experience filled with lots of fun.

It was one of the most memorable 
parts of my week. From playing ping-
pong to losing video games, everything 
has been amazing. New people in your 
also means new habits and 
personalities. These are just things you 
can manage and do not take away 
from the great experience that hosting 
athletes is.

Another moment that I enjoyed during 
the week of Maccabi wasthe field trip 
to WNYT channel 13 with all of the star 
reporters. We learned about how TV 
works. The weather anchor uses a 
green screen during his on-air weather 
reports. The illusion that the green 
screen can provide was something I 
didn’t even know existed. Overall, this 
week has been a chain of new 
experiences and events that I will 
never forget.

My experience as a Star 
Reporter has been very exciting 
and fun. I've met lots of people 
and interviewed a lot of them 
too. So far, my favorite one was 
when Haley (a fellow Star 
Reporter), Brian (our instructor) 
and I interviewed some 
basketball players from Fort 
Lauderdale. We asked them five 
questions and they alternated 
between the four of them 
answering the questions.

It was interesting because they 
each had different perspectives 
to offer. I never thought I would 
get a chance to write stories for 
a daily newspaper but I loved 
every minute of it!

By Aaron Ligator

MY WEEK AS A STAR REPORTER 
Over 650 athletes descended on the Capital Region for the 2017 Maccabi Games. Over twenty delegations from as far 
away as Israel, Mexico and Canada all called Albany home for the week of August 7

th
– 11

th
. Nine young journalists took 

part in the Star Reporter program. The Star Reporters were responsible for putting together a daily newsletter called “The 
Daily Torch.” They reported on the games – digging deep to get the sights and sounds of the daily happenings.

The Star Reporters had never interviewed anyone before nor had they faced a deadline of putting together a daily 
newspaper. Each of the young journalists had a story to tell about their time at the Games.

By Ben Goldberg

By Amitai Goldmeer



Being a Star Reporter the past few days 
has helped become a better writer and 
interviewer. Comparing my work from 
the first day to now, I can see so much 
improvement and growth in my writing. I 
am very grateful for this experience and 
all the opportunities it has given me.

By Rachel Zucker

My family hosted 4 people for the 2017 
Maccabi Games. As a host family, this was 
a huge burden to handle. But within the 
hour of meeting our guests, we were 
already like a second family. It’s just like 
living with your own family – but with 4 
more people.

We all had fun together having meals, 
talking about Jewish life and travelling to 
and from the games. I’m certainly going 
to miss my second family. I can’t wait 
until next year’s games – perhaps I’ll be 
staying in someone else’s home!

The first time I learned that I was doing Star Reporter for Maccabi, I wasn’t exactly enthralled by the news. In fact, there were 
many an afternoon I spent annoying my mother that I didn't want to do it. What was worse was that Artsfest, the part of 
Maccabi I had done the previous year, wasn't going to be in Albany, but in Miami. I even tried to convince them to let me fly
down myself, but you can guess how that turned out. Needless to say, I wasn't happy.

My mind was changed very quickly once I start working with my fellow reporters. It was great to go interview people about 
how they got into their sport, to why the snacks at the hockey rink are way better than the ones at the main hub. We 
functioned together like a well-oiled machine.

Yes, I might have had just as much fun if not more if I did Artsfest, but it doesn't matter. I got to have a new amazing 
experience with new amazing people. And that's what really matters.

Writing has always been something I 
have loved to do, but never did I expect 
reporting to be so fun! With little sports 
knowledge, I was worried about my 
abilities to report on a bunch of 
sporting events.

Enrolling in the Star Reporter program 
of the Maccabi games was a chance I 
took to try something out of my 
comfort zone. Overall what stood out 
most to me was touring the Channel 13 
(NBC) TV news studio and learning how 
to go up and interview someone I have 
never spoken to before.

Through the experiences I had talking to 
former and current journalists Rich 
Becker, Mark McGuire, and Brian 
Sinkoff, I have learned that the good 
stories are the more specific ones. The 
stories that go beneath the athlete and 
write about something that no one else 
would have otherwise found out.

Anyone can find out the winner of the 
game, but no one knows about the kid 
on the team who also plays guitar in a 
rock band. Although I was a bit scared 
at the beginning of the week, I could 
now see myself taking more journalism 
classes in the future.

Being my third Maccabi Games, 
I was already familiar with the 
parties, the socializing, and the 
sports, but I had never done 
Star Reporter before. Star 
Reporter is a writing/journalism 
program at the Maccabi Games 
which is usually part of the Arts 
Fest. Every day, we create a 
Daily Newsletter called the 
Daily Torch.

Throughout the week, 
accomplished and incredibly 
interesting guest speakers 
spoke about their jobs, gave us 
words of advice, and paved the 
way for my interest in writing.

One of my favorite guest 
speakers was Mark McGuire, 
sports editor for the Daily 
Gazette. He taught us all we 
needed to know about writing 
in a mere three words, also 
elaborating on his riveting life 
experiences ad a TV critic, a 
rock critic, and a sports editor. 
Another great experience was 
visiting the Channel 13 TV news 
station. We were able to stand 
in front of a green screen while 
Chief Meteorologist Bob 
Kovachick showed us the 
illusions of the weather 
segments.

After a week of unforgettable 
experiences, Star Reporter has 
undoubtedly opened my eyes 
to the interesting and 
enthralling word of journalism.

By Sophie Pritchett

By Emily Kurlander

By Kaylee Carr

By Eli Horwitz


